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youth in Kenya 

is the children.  As I 
thought about what I 
wanted to share, I 
remembered Lucy, who was 
a student at Archbishop 
Ndingi, before St. Francis 
began.  After graduation she 
begged me to sponsor her 
for nursing school.  Because 
I was constantly bombarded 
with such requests, I 
refused.  Then I learned 
more about Lucy’s life and I 
knew she needed to be self-
supporting. She was the 
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Message from Margo... 

 

A dream come true for Fr. Kiriti 

It was in September 2005 
that I first boarded that 
plane for Kenya, a bit 
nervous and very excited for 
a new adventure.  Little did I 
know!  Ten years later we 
have built St. Francis 
Secondary School for Girls, 
which will shortly graduate 
its 6th class of 63 girls, 
bringing the total to 288 
graduates.  We have 
supported school fees for 
more than 150 girls (and 
boys), including the children 
of Mji Wa Neema orphanage, 

sent to university over 20 
aspiring doctors, nurses, 
computer scientists, 
engineers---all thanks to our 
wonderful, generous donors.  
The impact on Naivasha is 
more than we can 
understand.  We’ve 
educated their children, 
provided jobs to local adults, 
purchased from their 
businesses and 
demonstrated what it means 
to build a “green” campus.  
 
Yet what stands out for me 

ated from St. Francis Xavier 
Girls High School? You have 
given hope to these young 
women and some of them 
have now graduated from uni-
versities. Thank you for making 
this world a better place by 
supporting Kenya Help.  
 

—Fr. Daniel Kiriti 

Dreaming is one thing and see-
ing your dream come true is 
another. Ten years ago I 
dreamed of separating girls from 
boys in Archbishop Ndingi Sec-
ondary School by building a new 
high school for the girls. I have 
mothered my dream and the 
Lord of creation has made it 
possible by bringing together the 

dream of another from Amer-
ica. Kenya Help has been such a 
caring mid-wife and today, as we 
celebrate the ten years of its 
work, I feel indebted to all of 
you, our dear donors, for what 
you have been able to do to 
bring this dream into reality. 
What would have happened to 
over 280 girls who have gradu-

Of 16 nonprofits head-
quartered in Menlo Park 
and listed on the Great-
Nonprofits website 
(www.greatnon-
profits.org), Kenya Help 
has received more reviews 
than 11 on the list.  Only 
Jobtrain, Innvision Shelter 
Network, Peninsula Bridge, 
and Norcal German Short-
haired Pointer Rescue Inc. 
received more reviews.  
Please add your review 
of Kenya Help and share 
your enthusiasm with oth-
ers. 
 
Since its founding in 2007, 
GreatNonprofits has  
grown into the leading 
provider of reviews and 
ratings of nonprofit organi-
zations throughout the 
U.S. Their review method-
ology takes into account 
the diversity of the non-
profit sector -- they host 
reviews of groups of all 
different shapes and sizes 
and types from the small-
est grassroots groups op-
erating on the local level, 
to the large regional, na-
tional, and international 
organizations. 
 

The stories and reviews 
are submitted by people 
who know each nonprofit 
best --  clients, donors, 
volunteers, and others -- 
all those who have experi-
enced the impact of non-
profit work up close. 
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...Margo’s message 
to Mji Wa Neema in 2012.  
It was hard for both boys in 
the beginning, but Luca has 
adjusted and is now doing 
very well in school.  He is 
helpful in the home and 
follows the rule.  Joseph, on 
the other hand is very 
troubled.  He doesn’t like 
school and often takes his 
school bag and disappears 
until it’s time for school to 
be over.  Julia, the matron, 
continues to mother both 
boys and to counsel Joseph.  
We use peanut butter to 
“encourage” better 
behavior.    
 
It is these children and so 
many more that drive my 
efforts to raise the funds for 
scholarships.  Many of you 
have shared your own 
passion for helping children 
in the developing world.  
We know that many 
agencies ask for your 
support and we are asking 
too.  We need $150,000 
per year to continue at the 
level we now have.  Please 
help us reach this goal. 

(Continued from page 1) 

most determined person.  
When the school of her 
choice turned her down, 
she showed up on opening 
day in case a spot opened 
up and sure enough, she 
was admitted.  She 
completed in 2012 and 
loves nursing, having 
worked in obstetrics and 
pediatrics. She’s very happy 
and very grateful. 
 

Dominic was another of 
our early sponsored 
students.  He wanted to 
become a priest, but his 
family couldn’t afford to pay 
his school fees for his last 2 
years of high school.  We 
sponsored him through high 
school and now he is within 
a couple of years of 
ordination.  He never fails 
to come visit when I am in 
Kenya and he writes often 
about how much he 
appreciates our support.   
 

Selina came to Mji Wa 
Neema at age 14, when 

Jecinta, our late, beloved 
social worker, found her 
working as a house girl.  
Selina begged Jecinta to find 
a way for her to go to 
school.  Because the 
minimum working age in 
Kenya is 16, and Selina’s 
parents had both died, 
Jecinta was able to take her 
into the orphanage, where 
Kenya Help paid her school 
fees to St. Francis.  Selina 
had been out of school for 
awhile, so she repeated 
form 3.  She is not a star, 
but she is a very hard 
worker, graduating in 2014.  
She has just joined nursing 
school.  She is also a very 
good runner and has 
dreams of running in big 
races.  She could do it.  
 
Not all the stories are so 
positive.  Many of you may 
remember Joseph, whom I 
dubbed “the peanut butter 
thief.”  Jecinta found Joseph 
and older brother Luca 
living in a tiny room with 
the body of their mother 
who had died.  They came 

St. Francis School visit ... 
come relief from the dusty 
road. Inside, the classrooms 
are built around a courtyard 
and nearby are the dining hall 
and dormitory. Next to the 
dormitory is the garden and 
then open grass where the 
cows graze. 
 

The buildings are modest by 
U.S. standards, but, built of 
large stone blocks, are im-
pressive to Kenyans. The 
classrooms have desks and 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Lucy 

Dominic 

Joseph 

I visited St. Francis Xavier 
Girls’ Secondary School this 
summer accompanied by my 
daughter, Emily, and our family 
friend, Sam, both of whom are 
in college.  To get to St. Fran-
cis Xavier we drove through 
the enormous crush of people 
and congestion in Nairobi, 
along the ridge of the great 
Rift Valley, and through the 
busy streets of Naivasha. Out 
of town a bit there is a turn off 
to the school and then the 
brightly painted gate —a wel-

A wall at SFG: “How To Succeed in Life:  Talk Softly, Breathe Deeply, Dress Smartly, 
Work Patiently, Behave Decently, Save Responsibly, Eat Sensibly, Read Hard, Act 
Diligently, Think Creatively, Earn Honestly, Spend Intelligently” 

Selina 



Empower the World Foundation in Kenya 
tell the story of the school’s 
success in graduating well 
educated girls. The local 
community particularly val-
ues how St. Francis School 
“formulates the girl child.” 
The appeal of the school’s 
environmental sustainability, 
with its solar and wind re-
sources, might also serve to 
inspire donations.  

 

The culture of giving in 
many places around the 
world differs. There is a 
warm and generous spirit in 
Kenya and Naivasha, but 
organized philanthropy is 
not as well established as it 
is in some countries. Grow-
ing a culture of local sup-
port for the mission of 
Kenya Help will continue to 
take time.  
 

We are proud that ETW 
was not one of the 959 lo-
cal Kenyan NGOs, out of 
10,015 audited organiza-
tions, that were deregis-
tered by the Kenya NGO 
Coordination Board in late 
October 2015 for being un-
able to account properly for 
their funding (as reported 

In August 2015, Margo and 
Kenya Help Board member 
Mary Anne Rodgers met 
with the board of Empower 
the World (ETW), our 
Kenyan affiliate—a trusted 
local organization dedicated 
to receive and disburse the 
funds donated to Kenya 
Help.  ETW is licensed in 
Kenya as a charitable or-
ganization and is now taking 
additional steps to be desig-
nated tax-deductible 
(similar to the 501(c)3 
status with which we are 
familiar.)  
 

The ETW board is com-
prised of very dedicated 
men and women who take 
on this role as stewards. 
Like the Board of Kenya 
Help, they volunteer their 
time and are not compen-
sated. Fr. Daniel Kiriti has 
led the board since its in-
ception and nominates 
members to join that board. 
Currently there are four 
members, all respected 
community members and 
long-time supports of St. 
Francis School. 

At the meeting in Naivasha,  
the future was discussed—
the ways that ETW and 
Kenya Help can continue to 
work together, the roles 
for each organization, and 
how both will plan for and 
respond to changes that will 
come.  
 

Fundraising has been done 
primarily by Kenya Help’s 
supporters. The ETW 
Board has been the imple-
mentation arm, disbursing 
the donations for sponsor-
ship of needy students. But 
in the future, both boards 
wish to see ETW take on 
more of the responsibility 
for fundraising and for 
building a donor base in 
Kenya. It is reviewing what 
staff it may need and what 
capacity that staff must have 
in order to understand 
grant proposal writing, do-
nor engagement, and re-
porting.  
 
The Empower the World 
board members offered 
several ideas about how to 
engage alumni and how to 

scores and how their creative 
writing gave us some insights 
into their lives because the 
topics were raw and impor-
tant—abuse, poverty, loneli-
ness, hope for a better fu-
ture. 
 

The first three girls came 
back during their breaks to 
see us and became our tour 
guides. They proudly showed 
us the dining hall, the bread 
baking operation, the kitchen, 
and the garden. We peeked 
into the dormitory. It seemed 
very modest to us, six girls in 

(Continued from page 2) 

chairs and are clean but not full 
of the usual posters and pro-
jects you would see in class-
rooms here. We met with the 
girls in the library and starting 
with the ones who had strug-
gled the most with the English 
section of the high school exit 
exam and who wanted to work 
with us. (We left the math tu-
toring to Margo!) The exit 
exam determines a girl’s ability 
to go to college. If she scores 
well, she can go to university, if 
not, to a trade school or other 
program. Unlike the SAT exam 

here, girls can only take the 
exam once, so the pressure is 
enormous. The three girls who 
came in first were a bit shy but 
settled right in to review their 
exams. The exams are hard, 
very hard. There are sections 
on grammar, comprehension, 
and narrative and creative 
writing. We (the tutors) had 
to consult among ourselves to 
figure out some of the an-
swers. Over the course of our 
visit we met more than half of 
the Form 4 class. What moved 
us most was how intent the 
girls were on improving their 
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a room, each with a small 
storage place. But to them it 
was quite nice, a bed of their 
own to sleep in, not one to 
share with siblings. The girls 
are all extremely proud to be 
at the school. They have long 
days and do a lot of work 
besides schoolwork but they 
clearly valued the experience 
and the education. We were 
touched by their hard work 
and both proud to be sup-
porting them and mindful of 
the challenges they face.  
        

—Mary Anne Rodgers 

Fr. Daniel Kiriti is chairman of 
the Empower the World Foun-
datins. 

by IRIN, an independent, 
non-profit media organiza-
tion whose objective is to 
highlight neglected crises 
and analyze humanitarian 
action). The deregistering 
was reversed amidst cries of 
political repression against 
some of the targeted 
NGOs, but ETW’s record is 
unblemished. 
 

 

Plans and actions are evolv-
ing. More conversations will 
happen between ETW and 
Kenya Help as they imple-
ment Kenya Help’s mission. 



Amazon Smile 
helps Kenya Help 

You can help Kenya Help by 
putting your Amazon or-
ders to work this holiday 
season.  Sign up with Ama-
zon Smile and a small per-
centage of each purchase 
will go to Kenya Help. 

• Go to smile.amazon.com. 
 

• Sign in with your regular 

Amazon user name and 
password. 

 

• Search for "Kenya Help" 

as your preferred charity. 
 

• Then go to "Your 

Account" and continue 
with your order. 

 

• Set a bookmark for 

AmazonSmile so each 
time you order, you use 
this AmazonSmile 
link:   http://smile.amazon.
com/ch/35-2314350 

�“What prompted me ini-
tially to support KH was 
the passion and commit-
ment in Margo's voice at a 
church gathering when she 
spoke about Kenya. Father 
Kiriti was also at that gath-
ering with Margo and his 
dedication was equally im-
pressive….I can't think of 
anything I would rather sup-
port in this needy world 
today than a school for girls 
in Naivasha, Kenya … “ 
 

�“I was inspired by Kiriti’s 
dream.”    
 

�”I have known Margo 
for...35 years, having taught 
both of her children at 
Menlo-Atherton, where she 
later became a math 
teacher. I know first-hand 
her caring and generous 
nature, as well as her care-
ful governance… her won-
derful emails each summer 

bring the school and all of 
the surrounding organiza-
tions alive! I love her narra-
tions and therefore I love 
the project!” 
 

�“Margo's emails chroni-
cle the daily lives of teach-
ers and children at the 
school. Her stories give the 
backgrounds and histories 
that make my donations 
important.” 
 

�“I could trust that the 
funds would not be di-
luted by “professional” 
fund-raising costs, but 
would go directly to the 
school. “  
 

�“When I donate, I am 
assured that Margo has 
safe-guarded the spend-
ing of the funds, and that 
they are really going to be 
used for the specific pur-
pose stated.” 

Kenya Help 
P. O. Box 516 

Menlo Park, CA 94026 
www.kenyahelp.us 
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Kenya Help Board of Directors 
 
Flora Sullivan, President 
Kay Williams, Secretary 
 
Members: 
Fr. Daniel Kiriti 
Judy Murphy 
Scholastica Mwangi 
Peter Ojany 
Mary Ann Rodgers 
Deepa Shiva 

 
Margo 
McAuliffe,  
Executive  
Director 

Phone: 650-322-0821 
Email: margo@kenyahelp.us 
 

�“I have been involved in 
many non-profit organiza-
tions over 5 decades, and 
this is one of the most 
unique and rewarding 
ones.   It is unique, in that I 
was engaged in the creation 
of St. Francis Xavier Secon-
dary School for Girls from its 
conception...  It was most 
rewarding when I saw the 
birthing -- the photograph of 
the first graduating class in 
2010!   That photograph has 
remained on my fireplace 
mantle ever since … A pe-
ripheral benefit is contribut-
ing toward a useful personal 
pan-African linkage with 
Kenya, as an African Ameri-
can." 
 

�“I continue to support KH 
because I have seen the 
dreams actually become 
reality, which is pure joy.”  

What Kenya Help donors are saying... 

Margo’s past blogs 
can be found at 
www.kenyahelp.us.  
To receive posts of 
the 2016 blog 
(beginning in June), 
send email to  
craiglnoke@gmail.
com. 


